
Clean lines. The reception area is modern, open and inviting. 
The use of different surfaces in the reception area—e.g.,  
gray quartz with wood veneer combined with the separation 
wall at checkout—is gorgeous and functional.” 

—JOYCE BASSETT, DDS, FAACD, FAGD 
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YOU COULD SAY that Dr. Sabiha Bunek is something of an 
overachiever. A member of the Incisal Edge 40 Under 40 in 2013 
and the winner of this year’s Clinical Expertise Lucy Hobbs Award, 
she now hits the trifecta with her Design Competition triumph. 
(Perhaps an Edison Award nomination is in the offing for 2020?) 

Dr. Sabiha Bunek 
Bunek Dental Studio // Ann Arbor, Michigan 
Photography by Marta Xochilt Perez 
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The Ann Arbor, Michigan, native, now 40, is also 
CEO and editor in chief of The Dental Advisor. She’s a 
sought-after lecturer both nationally and worldwide. 
She and her husband are raising two small children. 
And now she has this beautiful space in which to 
practice dentistry. (Which includes, thoughtfully,  
a cozy loft, reached by ladder, for her kids to play in.) 

In under six months, she devised the aesthetic 
parameters for the 2,500-square-foot space and  
had it thoroughly renovated for $550,000. Major  
bonus: It’s across the street from the Big House,  
as the University of Michigan’s football stadium  
is affectionately known. (Dr. Bunek, a UM grad,  
is a passionate Wolverines fan.) 

“I knew I wanted my practice to represent all the 
things that differentiate me and my practice philo-

sophy,” she says. She started with the name: Bunek 
Dental Studio. “I didn’t want patients to feel like 
they were going to a typical dental office, but rather 
a studio where the art of high-quality dentistry is 
practiced with the finest materials and utmost care.” 

It all starts right inside the front door, where  
visitors are greeted by a “comforting color scheme” 
of grays augmented by pops of maize and blue—
which any enthusiastic Michigan partisan will identi-
fy immediately as the school colors. The operatories  
are flooded with natural light, which Dr. Bunek aug-
mented with careful selection of LEDs for different 
areas of the space. Sonically, meanwhile, she went 
counterintuitive. “While most dental offices are 
designed to be closed in, with very private treat-
ment rooms, I went the opposite direction,” she says. 

DR. SABIHA BUNEK’S REPURPOSING TIPS 
“Whatever you see can be changed; whatever existed was someone else’s vision. 
You have to really embrace your vision of your patients, your team and yourself 
walking through that door. What do you want them to experience?” 

Marta Xochilt Perez Photography: martaxperez.com 
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“The space is open and embraces sound and noise in 
a way that you’ll hear laughter and movement but 
can’t hear private conversations.” 

Bunek Dental Studio opened this past Hallo-
ween, smack in the middle of college football season. 
“Patients are always commenting on the views of  
the stadium—there’s something euphoric about  
being so close to it.” 

There’s something euphoric about all of it, in 
fact. “I love going to my office every day knowing  
I was involved with the design of every square inch  
of the place,” Dr. Bunek says. “The lighting, cleanli-
ness and organization provide a calming effect that  
I really value. It was so important to me that patients 
and the team feel like they’re in an environment 
where they feel safe, loved and well-cared-for.” 

Contractor: Hileman Construction, Ann Arbor. Mechanical: IDC Heating  
and Cooling. Electrical: Taylor Electric. Plumbing: D&S Plumbing. Architect:  
Mark Gannon. Interior Design: Sucharita Ray, CenterPoint Design, Benco Dental. 
Dental Designer: Mark Costigan, CenterPoint Design. Equipment Specialist: 
Justin Perrone, Benco Dental. Friendly Benco Rep: Jenn Ireland. 
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ANN ARBOR, MIBUNEK DENTAL STUDIO


